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Future of IISEE

Tatsuya AZUHATA
Director of IISEE

International Institute of Seismology and Earthquake Engineering (IISEE) reached a turning point of 60th
anniversary when returning all the 2019-2020 course participants to their countries safely in Oct. 2020,
under the COVID-19 pandemic from the end of 2019. I would like to appreciate the relevant ministries and
agencies, related entities and the people concerned for the support and the cooperation of over the past 60
years.

Every ten years, we have looked back on our training activities and discussed the future direction we
should take by issuing commemorative booklets or holding commemorative symposiums. We want to look
back at the last ten years and consider the future of IISEE, following the precedent.

We cannot tell the last ten years without mentioning the 2011 Great East Japan Earthquake Disaster
that caused devastating damage by ground shaking and tsunami. The results of the in-site survey and
analysis of the damages and the disaster prevention measures taken afterward have become the new topics
to be incorporated in the training courses. The revision of the curricula was one of the essential works in
the last ten years. Leaving the individual measures related to the curricula to the report of each course on
the other pages of this commemorative booklet, I will write mainly about the organizational framework and
the implementation policy of the training program.

In the past ten years, our program has been carried out according to the policy made during the
previous period (2000-2009), with drastic changes from the earlier one. In 2005, collaboration with GRIPS
(National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies) enabled our one-year course participants to be awarded a
master’s-degree. In 2006, Tsunami Disaster Mitigation Course was added as a one-year course based on the
damages due to the Great Indian Ocean Tsunami following the Sumatra-Andaman Earthquake in 2004. In
2009, China Seismic Building Course was newly established as a short-term course like the existing Global
Seismological Observation Course.

Today, collaboration with GRIPS is ongoing, and all the courses except China Seismic Building
Course are active. This course ended in 2012, but the Latin American Earthquake Engineering Course was
newly established in 2014, taking over its training course in Japan and the know-how to implement training
courses using teaching languages other than English.

The IISEE-net has been published on the Web since 2002 to support our training course aiming to
share disaster prevention knowledge. UNESCO’s International Platform for Reducing Earthquake Disaster
(IPRED) was established in 2007 to contribute globally to earthquake disaster mitigation using the human
network of ex-participants and the implementation entities that were responsible in JICA’s technical

assistance projects in the past.

(Translation by IISEE)



It seems that we owe primarily to the efforts implemented in the previous period for the accumulation
of achievement of the training program in the last ten years, accepting participants almost constantly every
year and for revising the curricula at appropriate timing to respond to the requests of their home countries.
Especially the award of a master’s degree in collaboration with GRIPS has influenced significantly. By this
collaboration, we could add the topic “Disaster Management Policy” to our training curricula. Due to the
necessity of a master report, naturally, the individual study got more importance. We were able to allocate
more time to guide participants having their diverse background for solving their own problem in their
home countries. Master’s degree attracted the people on applying to the one-year courses, and it has also
made more excellent people participate.

We think that the one-year courses should be continued by the cooperation among three organizations,
JICA, GRIPS, and IISEE. JICA selects candidate countries for the courses mainly on request from countries
that consider applying. IISEE is responsible for preparing the courses more attractive for those countries
and importantly to arouse the needs by informing the program's details to the candidate countries in advance.
GRIPS’s admission requirement, including a license of English proficiency, must be applied strictly to
candidates as university examinees, even though the training program aims to nurture the human resource
from developing countries. Therefore, IISEE has to recommend applicants to prepare for the screening as
early as possible. Due to this role of IISEE among three organizations, since 2018, we have sent staff
members to several research institutes in future candidate countries for ‘Application Promotion Activities.’
We have informed the program's details and curricula, expected merit of participation, GRIPS admission
requirement by interviews and seminars held on-site. These activities, however, entailed with limitation of
budget and time.

Now, we are under the global COVID-19 Pandemic, which severely affected IISEE. Some
participants are still in their home countries and attend distance lectures. Under this global crisis, Web
conference systems such as Zoom have become popular. People worldwide became able to use it as easily
as e-mails without considering where they are, whether in developed or developing countries. This trend
freed us from budget and time limitations and made it possible to implement 'Application Promotion
Activities' on-line. We can easily imagine that the Web conference system will cause a significant change
in our training program in the next ten years.

The followings are the five items of the task that IISEE should work on urgently, based on the review
of the last ten years:

1) to strengthen cooperation with organizations in other countries;

2) to collect information more actively and to survey on the earthquake disaster prevention situation

in the target countries of the training program;

3) to strengthen the human network with ex-participants;

4) to support UNESCO IPRED’s activities;

5) to maintain and update the tools for information dissemination of the training program.

(Translation by IISEE)



Any of them is not new, but their necessity has been pointed out. However, it seems possible that we
can develop new ways, especially for the items from (1) to (3), making use of the Web conference system
mentioned above. Any of these items are not independent, but they are mutually related to each other.

‘Application Promotion Activity’ is indispensable as long as we conduct the training courses in
collaboration with JICA and GRIPS, and mainly for item (1). We have to grasp problems that lie under
earthquake disaster prevention through item (2), as the training program aims to nurture disaster prevention
experts in other countries. Item (3) includes the following-up of ex-participants. It seems possible that
alternatives to the past seminar course could be created using Web conference tools. For item (4) related to
IPRED established more than ten years ago, it is time to publicize our achievements. Item (5) is for pointing
out that we may have to renew the IISEE website made in the late 1990s and to discuss our future operation
policy of IISEE-net on it.

The 3rd UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction was held in Sendai with representatives
from 187 countries in 2015, and the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 was
approved. In its “IIl. Guiding principles, (m),” it is recognized that developing countries need support
through finance, technology transfer, and capacity building. Also, in its “IV. Priorities for action,” are
mentioned “Priority 1: Understanding disaster risk”, and “Priority 3: Investing in disaster risk reduction for
resilience” including land use policy in (f) and construction code in (h). Moreover, in its “VI. International
cooperation and global partnership,” they wrote the necessity of strengthening implementation means
through finance, technology transfer, and capacity building. This proposal symbolizes the international
situation that IISEE’s training program is in and shows up its necessity. The necessity we strongly feel every
day while attending the participants.

We think that the IISEE training program with a 60-year history keeps its significance for disaster risk
reduction from an international perspective. Your continued advice and support are the must to meet these

expectations and requests. I conclude this address with thanks for your standing by us.

(Translation by IISEE)



